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Lexow's Sub-Committee
Reports on Its Mis-
sion of Inquiry.

Arguments for Union and
Reasons for Exclusion of
Queens County Towns.

Grady, Brush and M'Keown
Dissent from the Ma-
jority’s Cenclusions.

An Oyster Bay Politician Responsible
for the Feature of the Report
Which |s Most.Condemned.

CITIES COMMITTEE WILL APPROVE.

How ths Proposals for Unien Are Re-
garded by Men Who Have the Safety
. and Health of the Communi-
ties Most at Heart.

Albany, Feb. 21.—The much delayed
Lexow report on Greater New York, which,
In 15,000 words, expliins why there should
be a consolldation of New York, Brooklyn,
Btaten Island, Long Island Clty and New-
ton, sand why Flushing, Hempstead and
Jamalea are excluded from the scheme,
was adopted by the sub-commlittec this
morning. Senator Brush, Senator Grady
and Assemblyman McEeown dissented,
Senator Brush and Mr, McKeown submit.
ting thelr minority report demanding a re-
sobmisslon of the question, znd Senator
Grady, verbally objecting, made no written
report.

The joint Commlittee on Citles will mest
on ‘Tuesday and will receive the report and
prn!mhl'y adept it. The only surprise con-
tained in Mr. Lexow's report and the blll
he presents, the text of which was printed
in the Jourmal yesterday, lles in the fact
that Jamales, Flushing and Hempstead
have been excluded. The report makes but
brief iuﬂ unsatisfactory references to the
reasons for this action,

(Gossip current Jere to-dny hat it that
Willlum P. Youngs, of Oyster Bay, pre-
valled upon Mr. Lexow to leave out these
three. Mr. Youngs Is & Republican State
committeeman. He does much work in the
promotion of leglslation In Albany. He;
It Is sald, told Mr. Platt that If the portlon
of Queens County that it has been decided
1o leave out were kept In the consolida-
tion scheme and made a part of Greater
New York he (Youngs) would be unable
to swing that portlon of Queens County
In the artistic manner he now does.

Henators Lexow und Brush make exact-
)y contradictory remarks about Jamales,
Flushing nod Hempstend. Senator Lexow
guys that thess towns voted aginst consoll-
dotlon, whlle Senator Brush says they
voted for it, and that Brooklyn cast a
majority of votesa against It. The Platt
machioe ls very fearful that this incon-
sistency will rulse a howl, for Mr LeXow
§aid to-day that all the members of the
spub-committes who slgned the report were
not bound to stand by that provision of
the bill, but were at entire liberty to take
the other sida of he matter. The antl-
consolldationists are making this feature
of the bill and report their chief point of
mttack.

Senator Grady stands upon thls feature
as his ground for dissent, disagreeing with
Benator Cantor, whose aobjectlon is based
upon the provislon relative to a formation
of a commlisslon for drafting laws.

There Is & vast amount of uninteresting
matter in the veport and a as a whole it
will probably never be read. The beat Is
at the end of the hone. -

Pith of the Majority Report.

The commlttee’s report concludes thuos:

It is enought for this purpose to report that in
onr judgment the questions left undeclded pre-
gont mo burrier to conmolidution and apply bot
to the naked question of consclidation, but to
future legislation which will be necessary In
order to fully ne the lete unifica-
tion of the Qistinet loodlitiss.

There 18 one objectlon, however, to the Consol-
fdutlon bill propesed by the Inguirey Commis-
sion, whieh, in our judgment; merits serlous
considerntion. Those in the Clty of Brooklyn
who appeared in opposition to the Wl claimed
tha the C isalon as at pr t Isted was
not appolnted for any other purpoves than
those enumernted In the act of thelr original
chapter 811 of the lawa of 1E00; nnd that In
thelr selectlon pocullar fOtness and abllity to
frame lnwa which shall govern *the affairs of
the greater metropolin with all its complex in-
terests were -uot necessarily. consldered by the
appointing power, [

It was cluimed, moreover, that the arlous lo-
ealitles were unequully represented with refer-
ence to both population and Influbnee, and that
& new commisglin, especlally selected, to nde-
quately perform the diffleult and dellcats mis-
sign abould be provided, We believe that ther
is much force in thls position, mnd ihat & pew
commission appeinted with special reference to
the work shonld be crented. selected with duoe
regard to the ioterests of the respective locall-
ties, Wiy

THE EXCLUDED TERRITORY.

It hes furthermore been urged that the inclo-
sion of more territory of ‘Queens County than
the eity of Long Island City and the town of
Newtown would tot add to the vilue or effl-
cieney of the proposed consolidation; uud we

In  this eonciuel

Tah

We huve treutied the olijectisns ralmed by elti-
eeon of Brookiyn In detull and confined this re-

port largely to thelr consideration for the rea- |

son that none of the other districts proposed
to bp consolidated have ralsed thoir volees in
protest ngaipst the execution of the mandate of
1684, It 1s troe that one appeal was made by
a cltizen of Rlchmond County to exclude that
territory from the proposed consolidutlon, and
that the Corporntion Counsel of the City of New
York. suggested the advisubllity of pursulog
that course, On the other bund, thers npjicufs
to he on aut'whqimi\\g preponderance of nonti-
ment in favor of consolldntion and It s o
deemed advigable to pny heed to this sallt
dewnind. We, thecefore, recommend—
The pussage vul the Consoildation bill, so
umended: First, os to provide for the p-
| polutment by the Governor. hy and with, the
delce and conseut of the Senits, of & new
nommlssion, conslstiog of fitieen members,
s AR r,_,_{. = L

of which the present president of the In-

quiry Commission and the Mayors of the

cltles of New York, Hrooklyn and Long

Inlond Clty and the State Engineer abd the

Attorney-Geoeral ghall be ez-officlo mem-

bLers.

Second, the excluslon from the greater
elty of pll parts of Queens County except
Long Island Olty and the town of Newtown.

THE CONSOLIDATION VOTE.

We come to the considerntion of the voto of
1804 and what it algnifies to this Legisiature.
The proposition s presented by three bills now
i committes embodyivg three divergent views
of the subject

First—The MIl prepared by the Consolida-
tlon Inguiry Commisgion, which gives effect
to the popular vote of 1504 by ordainlog con-
solldation to take effect on the first day of
Jununry, 1898, provides for the continunnce
of ull existing loenl governments until
changed by futurs legislative uctlon, and for
an approprintion to ensble the Commiswlon
to prepare and suhmit to the Legislature
necessury leglslution with the specifie direc-
tion to prepare u plan for the attalnment of
equnl tnxation and valustion,

Beeond—The Resubimisalon blil, which sub-
stantially provides for a new vote on the
questlon of consalldailon.

Third—The referendum b1, which sub-
stantially provides for nn epitome of the pro-
posed charter of the graater city, to be pre-
pared and submitted to popular yofe, and
make s adoption o preceguisite to eonsoll-
dation.

The result of the Investigation indicates {hat
those of the people of Brooklyn who manifest u
publie Interest in this question nre net divided
metely loto consollidatlonists and wntl-consolida-
tloniste; hut rather into three groups, of which

The territory excluded from the Greater New York Sub-Committee’s report will be included

when the bill is presented to the Senate. This anmouncement is made upon the high-

est authority. The bill will be rushed t-l;rongh both houses, and will be followed by sup-

plementary hills to reorganiza the Police, Fire and Health Departments.

consolidationlsts aod referdists may be grouped
togethier, opposed only by the resnbmisslonists,
pure and shople.

I¢ this 1s coneeded, nnd It Ia diffcult to ses
how this proponition may be snccessfully dis-
puted, then the opposition to consolldation in the
eity of Brooklyn ls conflned to comparatively
fuw, who, for & varloty of ressons, personal and
conditicns.

ALL PROGRESS OPPOSED.

The sitnetion her consldered §s no exception to
the rule. Opositlon was encountered to the
bullling of the Brooklyn Brifdge, which has
alded so enormously to the population of Drook-
1sn, and so pradiglously lncressed bLer privite
wnd publie wealth.

The wuter supply was Introduesd only, as the
resitlt of most determined and spirited effort,
while her pork system, which wus sucessfally
carrled’ through by the efforts of the Viee-Presi-
dent of the Consolidation Inquiry Cemmisslon,
J. 8. T. Btrannhan, met with most porsistant
and embittered oppositlon, The elevated rafl-
road and trolley pystem und the extension ef
boundary lings, aund all | thess Incldents in
Brooklyn's mareh to the front polot as mnny
milestones In the contest of progress ‘agalust
that cooversatiem which, while well meaning
and disinterested, Is reactionary and retarding,

It is clatmed thnt very many of thoss who
desire resubhmission were found In the fromt rank

sionists, ns Indlenting = lack of Interest, that
only 195,211 of an total of 200,000 electorn yotoed
411 the questlon of consolidation. It appears that
s0 deep wns the Intearost of the people of Hrook-
Iyn In the question of consolldution thnt not-
withstanding the e¢lrcumstunees sinted 22,040
more yotes wern polled upon that guestion than
upon the reyvised constitucion of the supreme or-
gunle law of the State, and 20,441 more than
on the leglslative apportlonment, which was ko
vehemently atincked in every part of the State,
It s doubitful whether n statement of clreqam-
stances may be conceived of mote strougly cor-
roboratlye of the unurunlly bloding churucter of
thot vote of I180H. Again, In what column ure
the 70,000 who il not vote to be pluced. Cer-
tainly under the theory of our Instliution, they
should go into the column of thome who were
eithor In favor of the propesition or mt lesst not

oppesed to It
Ou the point ‘“that the sentiment of Brook-
Irn bud vodergone a radleal change, which
shnuld be considered b ythe Legisluture,' as-
suming that we are authorlzed to conslder »
plea of this kind, the character of which 1s in
confllet with many of the propositions hereln-
hefore Inld down, Ib would present [tself large.
1 as & question of fact to be determined, as ail
such questlons are, by a preponderance of evl-
deaee. We have not taken testlmony under onth,
but we have lstened to ail the statements and
td mude pro aud con, and bave redchoed

of thé battle diainst the imy ta Just
ated, and such statement, publicly made,

the consolldntionists and the anti : thom-
ints are the two extremes, while thone who stand
for o refer of the prop 1 charter ocupy
8 milddie position. The great majority of the
latter spem to deslre consolidatlon sincerely, but
for one renson or another wish to bo Informed of
tho terms and conditlons upon which consolida-
tlon shall take place before consenting to the
finul ‘step. Thiz claks Is important.

It appears that the resubmissionists {nslst upon
another sapportunity to vote In onder to defeat
eonsolidntion, while the refersndists desire to
secure another vots, not for the purpose of de-
fenting censolidation, but of secoring those

terms and conditions which they deem (mportant,
and that for =il purposes of the main inquiry

hag not been denied.

That consolldation wna snecessTul in fplte of
the opposltion of u united press of Brooklyn, in
spita of the untowsrd condition under which it
was pressnted; in spite of the pmmunition fur-

1 1ts oDy ts by of legislative re-
fusnl to insert an equil thxation'cliuse In iha
referendum bill, end in splte of ihe agEressive
opposition of those elther sentimontally or mu-
terinily Interestéd In its detent, is o remnrrio-
ble evidence of the {ndependence of the cltizen
which has no parallel in the history of the Stote.

A tcopslderation of the Yots CAST emphnslies

this conclusion. '
It was argued on the part of the re-submis-

EXCLUSION OF QUEENS TOWNS AN OPEN QUESTION.

To the Edltor of the Journal:

Senator Lexew, of
Rocklnnd County,
Hepublican.  Chalr-
man of the Greater
New York Cemmit-
tee,

Albany, Feb, 21,

The question of Inclusion or exclusion of the towns of Queen County not
now embraced In the bill as amended has been expressly reserved for con-

sideration before the joint committee

Each of the members of the Bub-Com-

mittee signing the report has, by general consent, the privilege of taking
either one or the other position without being bound by the report.
The only reason for exclusion was that the locallties concerned voted

ggainst consolidation.

Those parts of Queens County now {ncluded cast a

majority vote for consolldation, Moreover, these excluded towns are largely
agricultural, and their exclusions does not militite against, but adds to the
efficlency of the proposed consolidation.

The new commission proposed has been suggested In deference to the
strong sentiment expressed in favor of it by Brooklyn, and In conformity

with the Governor's recommendations of last year

The addition of the

Mayors of the respective citles should not invits criticism.

The Attorney-General and the State Engineer are certainly ideal appoint-
ments for the consideration of the question involved, and the_ appointment
of additional commissioners by the Governor, with the approval of the Sen-
ate, guarantees that the character and abllity of the appointses will square
with the magnitude and importance of the labors devolving upon them.

CLARENCE LEXOW.

LEGISLATURE BOUND BY THE PEOPLE'S VOTE.

To the Bditor of the Journul:

fepntor Brush, of
Kings County, Re-
publican, Membur of
the Grenter New
York Committes.

N Albany, Feb, 21,

The people having decreed “Consolidation,” there has never been, In my

mind, a doubt as to the duty of the Legislature.

people, we must reflect, in our officlal
or as intellizently Intérpreted.

As representatives of the
action, the public will as sxpressed,

It will not suffice for a discharge of this

duty that we partially yleld to the public demand.

Thére can be no division of a solemn declaration of the voters at the
polls a5 to the particular portion of their wishes which I8 to be respected,
and the portior which it is assumed may be safely lgnored.

In 86 far as the report of the majority of the Sub-Committee recognizes
these sound democratic principles, T gladly and heartlly Indorse it, To every
departure from them I wish to be understood ag emphatically dissenting. As
to the propositlon for a new commission (to frame the legislation for the
government of Greater New York, I am of the opinion that, In view of all
the facts connected with the present situation, there will be no serious gues-

tlon raised as to Its advisability.

THOMAS F. GRADY.

A VIOLATION OF HOME RULE IS PROPOSED.

To the Fditor of the Journal:

Banator Grady, of
New York Citr.
Democrnt, Lender of

the conelusion that if any change In sentimen
Lias pecirred (it 18 pne mors favorzble to consoll-
datlon wad some of the speakers who appeared
to urge the consolldation asildlmitted that they
had vigorously opposed it In 1804 by speech nnmd
the work at the polls, while n large majority
of the great fnstitutions of Brookiyn, the lead-
ers in those great enterprises that go far toward
making up the prosperity aod graodeur of that
clty, Including the banks, rallroads and trust
companies, and mercantile establishments by
ropresentation and petition placed themselves
on record as in faver of munlciphl unifieatlon.
NEW QUESTIONS HAVE ARIBEN,

Questions of political exigency Lave now fin-
trudod  themselves, and upon a re-submission
this great yuestion of municipal wunifieation
might nor be determined as it was in 1504,
free from all party wod partisan considerntion,
but wonld be made the football of purty strife
or fuctiounl contentlon Inflamed by prejudicns
cogenedéred and  stimulated by those whom
avill of those ms the lust straws to defent this
great nud maetehless project.

When the city of New York comprised a half
a milion persons it wos a mooted question
whether a elty of its present size and population
could be well governed. A few yenra ngo. com-
parnitively, Brooklyn waos in the same category.
The unlon of the warlons localltles presents oo
stronger’ wrgument sgsinst the probabillty of
guod government than does thelr sepurate aod in-
dependent existence. The mareh of progross is
in the direction of eone*nt=ation on every hand.
The lupgest demands of elvilizied exlstence pe.
(uite Itcrensed ecopomics, which mny be oh-
tilned only by concentrition, The volee of the
representatives of the varlons 16ealltios will have
o very potent infivence In mouolding the rules

of municipal government and 1ife in any bill or |

charter to be berafter enncted.
THE REVERENDUM CONDEMNED,

We are convinced that those who desirp a ref-
erendum apart from the resnbmission are ear-
nestly In favor of consolldntion. but we are
equally convinced fhumt thes method proposed
would te more perilous (o consolidation than
would resubmissior. In the first place, It must
be sesumed thit every trmlsslonist desiit
of defouting ¢onsolldation would wvote against

| umy charter, or luws, or synopsis of liws that

might be: fromed by humbn Ingennlty. Then,
agnin, 1 h s every scl of locul or gon-
eml government embodies and is largely com-
posed of a system of rulea which preseribe such
Itmitetions upon porsonal Mberty as experience
hus demoustrated to be necessary, - the cltizen
In his duily wocutlon snd o bis relutfon to his
fellow-eltizen gnd the munfeipality at large, from
the sfreet vendér up to the mab of wenlth, it
tollows {hat In o' ¥oté upon & chaorter personnl
conslderations, opposition to personnl lmitationns,
hostilley to Intrenchmatns upon  business apnd
traffic privileges  would be entertained In  the
determination of the grest question ut lesue.
Cpmparatively few compebend the limitations
and disabilities which the Iaw, whether of lov
enl or genernl govesnment, imposes upen them,
und apy systeny of Inws outlined which fairly
trents the questioons referrell to would be re.
jectéd by a vote of the people If submitted o
them,
It seems to yonr committes that the fnt

of Brooklyn are serred by consolidation te a
groeater degree oven than sre the Interests of
New York elty, which will give nome aod pres-
tige to the greater memopolis. Brooklyn etcuplics
to that part of the city of New York which lies
south of Vourtcenth street relatively the same
positlon as the remainder of ibe eclty of New
York lylog north of Fourteenth strest. Both
portlona  contribtite thelr manbood, intelligenca
nnd threift to bulldiog up the' enormous taxable
vilues which are to be found south of lour-
teenth sirect on Maphattsn Island, To the east
wnd north are the homes of those who create the
prodiglous wealth locdated In the wuginess part
of the elty. Both sections huve the same right
to share lo the prosperity thoy have jontly cre-
dled. As 1L s Brooklyn 18 lsolated sud acting
alone withont matng to procure that ﬁiteruh.lnm
of and property which is necessary to

minotlty on G
New York Commit-
tee.

hnr'tdml development,
Even the water front Is not bef own and the

Albany, Feb. 21.

So far as the document {8 considered as a Hterary production, I have no
criticlam to make, but as to Its consisteney I have. Theelalm is made that
the vote on sonsolidation is final, yet they now propose to throw out a por-
tion of the territory which voted for it and include a part which voted
against. The small towns excluded gave a large majority for consolidation,
while Brooklyn proper (as it was when the vote was authorized) gave a

thousand majority against It

They now propose arbltrarily to exclude territoryswhich was to come In
and include territory which does not want to come in, as shown by the vote

in both cases.

Hurried actlon on so vital a question {8 unwise, unfalr, a

viclation of the principle of home rule, and would redound to the discredit

of the party responsible for it.

No plan for any scheme of government ls offered, and histery does not
record any scheme for the administration of the affalrs of so great a city

under one form of government,

A combination of this great city with any of the smaller cities in the
State, controlled by either politlcal party, would give the halance of power
to that party, and render the vote of the rest of the State null and void. If
this consolldation is to take place, It should be after careful conslderation
aside from party politics, by men of experience and unguestioned ability.

GEORGE W. BRUSH,

EXCLUSION ENDANGERS THE REPORT'S ADOPTION.

g et et S Ny |

To the Editor of the Tournal:

Assemblyman  Me-
Eeown, of Brooklyn,
Democrnt. Member
of minority of Great-
er New York Com-
mittes.

/ Albuuy, Feb, 21,

I cannot see how Mr. Lexow can report in favor of excluding territory

which voted for admission.

Jamaleca s practleally a part of Brooklyn to-

day; Woodhaven, Ozone Park and Springfleld are thickly inhabited, but

are also excluded.
adoptien of the majority report.

I think the exclusion of that territory endangers the
No protest was advanced before the com-

mittee at any of its bearings either in Brookiyn or New York agalnst the
admission of this territory, which cast & mazjority of votes in favor of con-

solidationy

* JOHN M'KEOWN,

| Ther fall Aonlly o

e of the world undor the cestriotions fm-
posed seek the shores of the State of New
Jersey because of th sbsence of the necoseiry
facilitles that unity of actlon aod possession
woatld bring,

A GOOD THING FOR BROOKLYN. .
The finunclal condition of Brosklyn Is such an
to warrant the conclusion that the work of de.
velopmenl must soon be brotight to n clse. Her
best llmlt hos been resched. Her pressot con-
tactursl engugements are 1o ecess of the lwmit
of constitutional bond lssue; her paople are groso-
ing under & burden of oppressive tazution, which
falls with eqoal severity on the owner and the
oceupunt, Competition between the distinet ofli-
nicipalities is turning the tide of homeseekers,
who do busloems o the oity of New York,
townrd the New Jersey shore, and the only
rewidy weems to b consolidation. TUpon the
Investigation beld in New York Oty no ex-
pressly antl-ednsolidation seotiment disclosed 1t-
seif,
The questlon of tazatlon i one to be care-
fully considered in Itc relation 1o each loeslity
and to the wiole grenter munieipality. Ewven
those who lny particular stress upon the ques-
tion of uvniform taxation did mot contend thut
the burdem upon the greafer city s a wbolet or
the elty of New York we un integral power of
that city, would be oppresalve or unduly in.
creised.  The contentlon was made that upun
4 plun of equal tazutlon New York Oity wonld
be constrained to beur the whole burden of
equaligition, that If done at onoce, and now a
cosiderable amount of thx wonld be ndded to the
city hudget. But they fall to take Into consid-
erition the stimulus and Impetus glves (o
rofs o each of the anuexed localliles;
fu to consider the sdded wullofu o}‘%r;'fefv
New York, its larger faelilties, its groater eom-
merclal encrgies, its higher developwents, jts
lncrénsed  oppartanities, and the resulting 1m-
provement of all Interests,  They fall to take
into wecount the value of undisputed commercing
supreimiey and the concentration of larger busi-
uess opportunities, and greater finantlal resources
thin the boundaries of the greater city, all of
will ¢o-uperate to n t taxation so s
igh less heavily on the Individoal citizen,
timate the reduction whieh
eapcentration, and the re-
from n unity of wetion be-

W
10 Wit
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POLICE DEPARTMENT

President Roosevelt Points Out
the Danger of Too Hasty
Action in Consoli-
dation.

PRESIDENT THEODORE ROOSEVELT,
of the Bourd of Pollee Commissloners:
There should be no heste or crude
legislation In reference to Jolning the
police forces of the two cltles, The
work of the present Pollee Department
hag been very much hampered by the
crude aud. IH-consldered form In which
the bi-partisnn bl was passed, and
the possibilities for blundering weould
be Influltely greater If the forces of
the two citles were to be jolned. There
is, of course, no need whatever for
Jolning them at present, and no powsl-
ble good could be subserved by so do-
Ing. I the Greater New York bill be-
tomes a law and the cities are cost
under one government after Jaouary 1,
1508, the outside Hmit of tlme neces-
Bury to amsalgamate the police forces
would be slx months, so that there czn
be no possihle excuse for having the
consolldation of the departments take
effect prior to July 1, 1867, If It Is
made 1o take efMect before that date
It will not be to subserve any public
good, but to gratify the personal spite
of politicians or to vse the consolidated
police force for some improper end.

The recent Commissioners of New
York Qlty have hnd a heculean task,
and have had to perform It absolutely
without any legisiative ald. Indesd, as
compared with previons COommission-
ers, we have been hampered, for lo cer-
taln respects the bl-partisan bill, entire.
ly aslde from any consideration of the
bi-partisan feature In it, represented a
distinct retrogression.

The proper course to follow would
be to bave a commission appolnted to
cansist of three outsiders, with power
to add to thelr number If they wished,
or-at any rate to consult at length with
members of the present Board of Yo
llee of both Brooklyn and New York,
and then to have these men prepare a
carefully considered and well' digested
measure for the next Leglslature. The
Commisslon ghonld be composed of men
who are both students of municipal re-
form and also perfectly acqualnted
with other subjects. Of cou a man
llke Seth Low would be an idenl mem-
ber of such & commission, if he would
consent to serve; Dr, Albert Bhaw
would be an admirable man for it, and
g man like Mr. Henry L. Sprague
would make a good member, No man
knows more about the detalls of the
Pollea Depaptment and would be n
better adviser than Mr,
the nuthor of “How the Other Half
Lives." The mere question of the pro-
vision for entering commisslons uwnd
for the premotion of candldates shonld
recelve careful study and shotld be pro-
vided for In the bill Itself. It s mere
folly to Introduce a bill concocted hastl-
1y, and perbaps secretly, by Irresponal-
ble people unfitied to express any opin-
lon In- the management of the Pollee
Department, and then to thrust through
thut il to gratify some political end
entirely unconnected with the public
wenl,

The department ls still suffering from

the erudity of the work of the bi-parti-
san bill. For Ilnstance, the mere chang-
ing of the Clvel Bervlee Commlssion
from the body that had them to the de-
partment itself made necessary a delay
of almost four months before we could
begin making appointments, and only
the greatest labor ennbled us to get our
commission in working order at all, as
the provisions of the bill were elnb-
orutely calrulnted to Incrense our trou-
bles in holding the commission. We
now at least huve the Board In excel-
lent sghape. I It should be disturbed
it would mean a break of four months
or over, Thae trouble was that those
who drew the Dblll kuoew absolute-
l¥ nothing about the matter con-
carning whith they were putting a law
on the statute books. They doubitless
mennt well, but they were not experts
end {helr judgment was bad. 1In &pite
of the almest ineredible diflenitles In
thelr way the precent Board lhns gone
on steadily Increasing the effectivensss
of the force and ralslug the siandard
of idiscipline, taking with apparent un-
concern the assaults of those who weie
interented In the old order of eriminal
favoritism and corruptlon and equally
unnffected by the fright of timid good
men who were disturbed by the diffi-

g!ultlen Inevitable at the time of transl-
on.

-

Opr work s now nearly complete, In
two or three months we will haye the
force In falr shape, but we need years
to get It up to the stundard where it
should be. No man can enncelye of the
nbsolute demeoralization of the force
when the present Board took office.
Think of the fact that the head of the
Detectlve Burean was wnder indietment
and las gince been (miprisoned. This
was the legitimate outcome of the old
system of catehing thieves by paying
other thieves from the funds corrupt
and rank from yer other protected
briminals. If the people of New York
wishh a return of (he rank foulness of
the old methods they will approve of
the damage to leglslating out of office
this year the present Board, but If they
belleve In heonesty and the efliclency
thal comes through bonesty, Instead of
the sham Inefficlency purchused by cor-
roption, they will insist that the Pollee
Boards of the two eltles nre unlted in
purstance of a long considored and

-

well digested plan, and after a cloge

and palostaking study of experts intp
the presgnt system, the present needs
of hoth citles snd of the pollce forces
of both citles. ' \

STRONG---SCHEIREN.

New York's Mayor |s Pessimis-
tic—Ex-Mayor of Brooklyn
. Scheiren Sees Many
Advantages.
MAYOR WILLIAM 1., BTRONG, of New York:

1 Nave no folth o a Gréater New York, de-
spite the latest reports fop Albany. There

is too much polities in it altognther to be

serlous, And if the will shauld puss 1 fsil

Jacobh Rlls, |

CONSOLIDATION AS VIEWED BY LEGISLATORS AND LEADERS.

Parkhurst

Consolidation Should Only Be Effected After a Study
-of Municipal Government by a Comw
mission of Great Men.

Seores Legislators,

1t is the belief of Dr, Charles H, Parkhurst thut if conscildation is effected on the lloss mow
proposed New York will again be plunged “Inte the seo of political rotteuness from which l!l
bus Just been rescued.'’ . !

Tt is the bellef of Dr. Charles H, Packburst fon should be put off untll soch n time az the
problem of municlpal government, which be alyo belloves s the problem of the age, has been ud
lenst partinlly solved.

He suggesis a plun by which he thinkn a solution can be reached.  Before further steps s
token towand unitlng the twe citi=s, he would huve n commission appointed by the Legisintumea,
whose duty it shottld be to make & great study of the question of munlelpsl coptrol. This coms

153l which shouyld be poged of muster minds, sbould report to the Iegisinture the resuld
of thelr labom, 1o which should be fonnd o wise plan for the control of modern cltics,

Dr, Parkhurst belloeves that po man, nor any set of men, o, in & few wneks, as it occurs
to him the present Leglslattive Imagines, formulate laws by which & clty like a Grester New '
York could ba propesly governed. *

He sees nothing in' the conselldation movement, as it has procesded thus fur, to Encoura e
bim in the Lellsf that (t means p bt}:pr government for elther city. He said:

1 do not pretend to know how a clty should be governed, but 1 do know o!ll
some things that should be avolded If we are to have a pure government, and
We can never have that so long as any political machine holds us in its grip.
Avoid rings and avoid politics if we would come even to a partial solution of
the guestion as to how an American clty should be governed. Any plan. or
any scheme that ean be proposed, would fail If it Included either of these
things.

I would ke to go on record as saying that I fail to find one thing to com=
mend in the consolidation movement as it has thus far been conducted by the
present Legislature. On the contrary, about sverything connected with it 1s
desef'vlng of the severest condemnation. Every step that hag thus far been
taken is a step leading both cities back to ring rule, and to the very same
conditions which existed a couple or three years ago. If we want a l!ctteﬂ
munlcipal government, If we want to progress toward purlty and honesty,
then we want to stop short the manner in which the whole question of cone
solldation {s being juggled with. :

The men who have It in charge are not thinking how unlon may ba
brought about so &s to give the greatest benefit to the people of both New,
York and Brooklyn. The guestion foremost with them Is how to benefit theme=
selves and the political clique to which they happsn to belong.

A certaln political clique In Albany and a certasin organization in this
city, which is not quite so powerful as once upon a time, are working, and
have been nll along, with one object in view, and that object to get thelr
grip upon the consolidated city. Every move In the whole matter has beeuj
made with this one aim. 1

Persons will say you can’t prove It. Perhaps not. You may be looking at
a field of growing corn. You may feel no wind, but you see the stalks all
bend one way. Then you know there is not only a wind, but you know also
the directlon in which it is blowing.

As to the question, How shall a city be governed? It is not a question of.|
how New York and Brooklyn shall be governed, but how shall a great Ameri=
can clty be governed? That is the question, and the soconer the people Ionk.l
at it In that way the sooner will we have a better municipal government, Iq
is a guestion that can’t be settled in a day, a week, or a month.

I never heard of such a howllng farce as the Lexow committee's inquiry in
New York and Brooklyn on consolidation. It was simply puerile.
few legislators coming down here and attempting to find cut the wishes of
the people in two or three days. The velue of the inguiry was hest shown by
that remark of little Lexow over In Brooklyn, when he sald, “We will now
g0 to New York and see what New Yor!: people have to say on the su‘hjeot.""k
Oh, it was absuord, ridiculous. ! !

What I propose for the Greater New York s this, and I think It would ba
a great and a grand thing: Let the Legislature appoint a commission to lnok'1
into the whole question of municipal government. Let great men be chosen
for members. They can be found. I mean men who have the best Interests
of the city at heart; men who are not blased by petty politics or owned by
rings and bosses. One always thinks of men like President Seth Low when
‘work of this kind 1s to be undertaken.

No man should get on the commiksion slmply because he happens (¢ ba
riding on the top crest. It may be he Is thers lke Lexow, because he is Hght.

Let this commission take plenty of time and study this question of muniol-
pal government in a thorough, practical manner. Let them start at the very
‘bottom of it, first looking Into the historical side. Let them examine the
municipal governments of Europe, especlally of England, and where they'
will find much valuable Information, and then let them make rcsearches in
this country.

Out of the mine of information thus accumulated, combined with the in-
telligent Individua! ldeas of the members, should come & wise plan for the
government of cities. I think in this suggestion lies the only solution of this
great and grave question of munieipal control, 5
- But I am not at all hopeful that any such thing would receive the mpu-'
tion of the present Legislature. And when I think of Legislatures, and the
things they do not do, I always bring to mind a remark z Senator once made |
to me. He said: “I look upon bills only as to how they are going to affect
me; not how they will benefit or interest others."

way from solution. But it Is with the municipal ship as it Is with the ship o!'
the sea, No vessel can ever be kept on Its true course when the magnetic|
needle 18 Influenced by other than the Polar star. 1

wil agree with me. 1 canbot see how the

Fire Dopartment, the Polle Department or
the Deprriment of Publle Works can, In any
winy whatspever, be bepefited by a consol-
tdation, ;

EX-MAYOR SCHIEREN.
EX-MAYOR SCHIRREN, of Brooklyn—I1t 18 a
largn guestion, n very Istge one. 1 can see,
a8 sn es-Mayor of Brooklyn, mod therefore at
®ne time the bead ex-officle of yarious municl-

thao & benefit, so far as the Fime Department
is conrerned. Perbaps my fears are somes
what uebuloos at present, but 1 mn see
chucs restlt from an smalgamstion of the two
departmcots.  The Broklyn department is.
worked on very differeut Mues from that of
New York, and there would be grave per
of friotion, no matter what mthll.'z\

can o

taker: to vent it. No departmen
il wkmﬁn!m thers ] .

iszonslon, The slightest friction must pocss-

pnl depattments, many advantsges which :Icnh, i’“ﬁﬁ 'u|n “:;:m l;ﬂ 1 &p ey
might arise from gonsolidation. 1 can ses no “"B ." d at i New
advantages If Staten Island nnd about two m .t.f t’: P be ‘g"g
bundred square miles of cublage patches are glnary fenr, 1 confy but It pevertholesa

exista In my miod, -

made part of Greater New York, but if
Brooklyn, New York and Long Islapd Chty
are made ous thers are many bepeflits to be
derlved. But If the Greater New York Is to
be governed by bl-partisan bosrds appelnied
at Albuny, then good-by bome rule, und good-
by New York.

HEALTH AND SAFETY.

What Experts Think of Consoli-
dation’'s Effect on the Two
Mest Vital City De-
partments.

The two most vital departments
in the new city will be as they are
In the present ctiles, the Fire and
Health Depaortments, for on them
the bealth of the inhabitants and
the safety of the Inhabltants and
property -~ will depend. Experis
speak of these departmenty as fol-
lown:

ADDED SAFETY ASSURED.

CIRUS EDSON, ex-Commission of Health und

The sunitery interests of Greater New York

from & governmental standpolint,
The meparation of New York and

by the East River would, lo my

moke It necessary to bave (wn sepacite asn

two sepurute executive heads.

Board of Hexlth, having a president, n meflle
cal commissloner snd ex-officio commisdon-
ers.  Ope of the Intter shonld he the presi
dent of the Board of Pollce and the othee
the bealth officer of the port.

This conld all be accomplisbed very
by wimply leaving the present orga
&8 they are. doing away nlone with ‘the
g:ntmgl - tion of -
Hoalth could bo beld b, cithes 8 BrAcREL

New York man, either belng eligibie, m -
physician or layman should be welectod,
the Mayor ahould elect. by ¢

Yes, I am afrald this question of how a city shall be governed Is o :lnnt"

it broomen 5 fact, will work an lojery, m.

THE BOARD OF HEANTH. |
ex-President of the State Bourd of M&t}
&re, perhaps, ts most Smportant w‘

Ty
distinct sanitary bureaus, presided wtf{

These heads should be responsible 5 &

1
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HUGH BONNER, Chief of the New York Fire fu:r_mi.n:mn ‘Il:nlc.lyt‘to‘kmk ’-u&wm.ffm.-..‘;t'm-"'if,]' a4
Deppriment.—The advanteges [ can see in & of tho liduted eity. w1 ™
Greater New York. 5 far s the Fire Depact-| 1 hik also that those subdicisons are = =
ments are concersed, Kre many and grest. this beilef is that New York mm'-‘ﬁ 1
New York, Brooilyn snd Loug Islnnd 1y not € wits Brockiva, and e |
are separuted ooly by a river. The dun, o ”m :h': glaﬂ {h«“w 3":'--.-; T
polots 1o W11 three clties lle wlong the river wnhh‘hhwwtn!umla : .
froaf, among abipplog, whatves nod wiore- Thore d b
houses, By u cousolidation of the depmrt- mhmki: :“"igge‘ :td.r::mi l’"ms‘ q
ments inany sdvantages would ensue in lhe arTangement ars More Dimerous than
event of & great copflagration ooccurring. nt t " instancek, 1o o N
There would be only a few minntes' delay ‘;‘f{g“&.‘“&m“ﬁﬁ: m 4
before compenies could De. dispulched. from sn ! -
all sections of thé coosolidnted cliy to the A Wailld, 658 e ‘ot = h
stene Of the fire, nod it would take s pratty gt g S u..m‘.' I
S ot G way e e ety | 5, e e, Chmberieie Sut " g
enn see tha way the eotire te Yy 3
could ba visited. It Is true thut even now |  ZOFN BER beth Brostim ked Sew Ferk |
we respond (o the request of other mm ; eanitary sk |
such a8 Brooklyn, Hoboken, Jerser Clty pnd "B b
Long liland Clty in grest but 2 y E - —
we never, do mo unless we - nEk 10. — m— 1) ’
Yaem oo fmanie St At 000 273 2 3 A
b/ . BRI no " <
chn l: eTer nmL for any uueu‘.oervlu. but Y ' '
e R e ey g s

A0 —a wa, - &
with, thus suviog tuch velusble time. FAYORITE s .
SEES DANGER IN §T. | mc | Ay

JAMES R. SHEFFIELD, Fire Commissioner— : " o



